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Soil characteristics and groundwater level in wild sago palm forest, New Guinea island
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Table 1 Description of soils at study sites in sago palm forest

Decomposition

Layer Depth em  Color Degree*

Site 1

1 0-28 2.5YR2/1 H5

2 28-50 2.5YR2/2 H8
Site 2

1 0-20 5YR2/3 H2

2 20-45 10YR2/1 H5

3 45-50 2.5YR2/2 H7

4 >133 10YR4/2 Heavy Clay
Site 3

1 0-10 2.5YR2/2 H2

2 10-26 10YR2/1 H2

3 26-72 2.5YR2/3 H8

4 72-105 10YR4/2 Heavy Clay

* Post method

H2 All residue, fiber, H5 90% residue, decomposed, H7 50%
residue, well decomposed, H8 30% residue, very decomposed.
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Fig. | Seasonal variation of groundwater level at 2 sites

in the natural sago forest in Papua
Site 2, 50 m far from canal, Site 3, 500 m far from canal



